AG‘“RA

iNnternati

Newsletter issue 5
May 2018

Dear Agora friends,
Newsletter #5 is already here é time flies.

The newsletter is full of amazing reports and stories that shows and proves that Agora is

growing and getting stronger day by day.

AGM is coming u p éonly 5 months until we meet in Gent, Belgium for a lot of fun and

joy. | sincerely hope that most of you wonderful Agora ladies will participate.

Maria Erla,

ACI Secretary
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Isabelle Intro

My dear Agora Ladiesny dear Friends
Already7 Monthsthatlamy@ dzNJ ! / L t NBaARSYy{dX ¢AYS Aa

In this fifth Newsletter, you will discover what we are doing during our board meeting,
side by side events with the Round Table Family, the first amazing mission for EFTW
Romania, the women adventure in Morocco through the third edition of Ladiega@ and

the growing of Agora Club worldwide.

Since October 201 there werellchartersin :

-France : AC54 Saint Quentin,5X@lois, AG5 Meaux, AG8 Béziers
-Gamany : ACT56 Luneburg

-Israel : AC5 Herzelia, AC4 Haifa

-ltaly : AC9 Ascoli Piceno

-Morocco : AC5 Casa Bouskoura

-The Netherland : AC9 Twen#®(C10 De Kempen
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It is amazingWe are very proud of you, proud of your energy, proud of your dynamism

proud of your positivity!
Please continuen this way! We are alité 2 dzNJ a g®RgdX D2

Yours in Friendship and Love,

Isabelle



Board meeting 3 at Spittal,Austria

When you are onhe International Bard, you have 4 meetings a year:

-the first one, a very short onésjust after the AGMn which thenew International Bard
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-The second onas heldin January or February. Thisyearitwas Yy | Qa | 2 dza

Malta, last January

-The third one takeplace between April and June. This yeee decided to combine it ith
the AGM of the 41 Club International and TangenbGQhiernational(TCI) Our Aim was to
work infavour of 5 Clubs 1 Visioinsteadof 4 Clubs 1 Visionn this wayAgora Club
International(ACI)Board Membersad the opportunity tomeet and discuss with the Boar
Members of41 Club International, T@hdthe President and VP of Ladies Circle

International (LClUnfortunately,Round Table Internationalere not there
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-The fourth one will be before the next ACI Conference in Gendt October.
-We also had some skype cafidbetween to discuss differd itemsthat crop up- urgent or

not, and to keepthe contactwith each other.

OnSunday 2% April, we all arrivedn Austriaand | was really happy to meet Anna in Viel
Airport, andtravel together to Klagenfurtwhere we were greeted b§hristineWernitznig

AC Spittal 1 PresidenChristinedroveug 2 { LIAGGOFf 6KSNB L YS
2dzNJ 62y RSNF dzft K2 &S a aotel; afidtheranyayingAgdrSaglyiiwhere?

she met Yvonne and Maria Erla



After a free evemg and some rest, we began our board meetamgMondayat 9 am at
{ 2 y 2dteQWe were all very happy tmeet againafter severamonthswithout seeing

each other.

We began the BM (board meeting) after an exchange of little friendship difésia Eré,
who was sick in January and cofilé with us at tlat time, lit the candle of Friendshipve
met every day for the next 4 daygoing through a long agenda. \Werked and discussl
for hours on end and in fact we did not have the time to enjoy theabiteaking landscape.
was a real pity since the weather was perfect for us to esjmyng with the blossoming

trees, flowers in the fields, the mountairend the beautifuf | 1F8réure, w have to com

backagainto discover them!




Often, A2NJ [ I RASA 2 NhaCaxdy&detrng dulrirg % 18rQ daymiing §lour
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Of course, it is very nice to ladl together, to drink a glass of ChampagneRyoseccoto

have fun and a lot of friendship but we workadddiscused the agendavhich included:

-Readng ofreports of each board members since the last BM

-Read and corrected the minutes of the previous BM
-communications

-Round Table Family
-ACI Service project: EFTW, Happy Hearts, Togethe »
Charity Earthquake iritaly) ~ - ) \‘L-A, 9 <
-Financal point A S

TheAPP , 2
-Calendar and travel =
9EGSyarzyy ySg ! 32N /zdw&Nﬁz YySEG OKI N

-Wrote the new amendments to be voted during the next ACI AGM

-Creakd or updatd Guidelines, Info Docs,
Application forms -

-AClwebsite

-SWOT Analysis

-Notices &eminders to be sent

-Next Conferencein Gentand Marrakech
1YYy EFQa @SN

-Combined year report

-How to help some countriethat need it
-AOB(any other business)




It seems perhaps not so long, but we discussachitem to do or to write the best for
Il 32N [/ fdzo LYGSNYFGA2Yy !l f,Xdoesfi Rl BAGKYB X5

Every dayve finished at 6pm, time to have some rest and fun with the Amazing Agora

Ladies from AC1 Spittal.

On Monday, Christine, the AC1 President, home hosted us for a fantastic Pasta and I

party.




On Tuesday we had the opportunity to attend the Agora Meeting of AC1 Spittal in a ni
restaurant andgot to know better the fantastic Ladies of tts8 group who introduced

themselves. We could appreciate the good cohesion of the group, the positive vibes betwee

them and the great job they are making for Agora.




On Wednesday, Christiane and Stephaur hostswelcomed@ F2NJ I RSt A OA:
dinner in their beautiful house with an amazing viefittte lake and mountainsWe were

very lucky to be welcomed by all these grevomen during this BM3.

To say THANK YOU to these amazing Ladies is not enough for all they did for us so that w
were so wellooked after to
enable usvork comfortably

and effectively.

And | will not forget my dear
Board Members and friends
who worked so much during |
thsBaoX ¢1 ! by
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Agora Club Spittal, Austria
visit from Agora International Board

April, 22th to Bth 2018¢ Visit from our Agora international board

President Isabelle Seguindtice Anna Tabone, Past Ursula Lejeune,

Secretary Maria Erla Hilmarsttié & Treasurer Yvonne Houbepent that timein
Spittal/Drau, Carinthia, Austria!

The boardneetings were at Sonjatss[ SY R2 NF SNJ 2 A NIl & @

The ladiesnjoyed the eveningswvith their homehostingladies Christiane Schnorpfeil and

Sonja Penkewith finest Carinthian special dinner!




Meeting, April 24th 2018

In honor to welcome ouinternationd board as
special guests we we our white Agora

blouses at our meeting!

Important moments on this evening:
Ursula & Isabelle lighted our friendship candle .
PowerPoint presentatiofrom our charter

Our evening closed witvonderful, funny and

niceconversations
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April, 27th Aprit AGM 41 international

Welcome ¢ Taggenbrunn, Carinthia, Aust@n Friday, welome evening, about 400 peop
camein their traditional clohesto Weingut Taggenbrunigt. Veit an der Glan, Carinthia,
Austria

In the middle ofall the clubs from all the countries of the world there was égioraQub 1
Spittal!







Important finalstatementof the AGM 41 International

gala evening, Parkhotel Pértschach, Worthersefgora

Club 1 &internationalboard Agora were also there!

Great moments at the lake Worthersee with the ladies!




AGM for 41 Club International and
Tangent Club International

Portschachg Austria g
5dzNAy3 GKS fFrad 6SS{USYR Ay

41 Club International and Tangent Club International.

Portschach is a beautiful Carinthieggion of Austria, an area known for its lakes, castles

and mountains. One cannot but think of the film The Sound of Music who hadtsiBday
when we were there! However, we were very surprised to be told that this film is not known in
Austria andhat they had never seen the film!

On our arrival, the foyer of the hotel was buzzing with people most of who seemed to be
greeting both Isabelle and Ursula with hugs and kisses. For Maria Erlatamds a new
experience. Unfortunately, Yvonne wdrack home after our Board Meeting in Spittal as she
was unwell. Our first item on thé S S | Sagtiit2siwas asteamboattrip on the lake The
weather was warm and the food and wine flowed great start to the weekend and a great

place tointroduceourselves and get to be side by side.

(s}



¢CKIG S@SyAy3ar (GKS 4St02YS LI NIe ¢gFa | dGeLmno
where the delegates wore their traditional costumes and where we were entertained to typical
Tyrollian music as well as demporary music and the occasional waltz Xoafter all we are in

Mozart country! A great time was had by all.

GerdInger Isabelle Anna 7 P Isabelle Anne
TCIP A@ TaprpP - ak ACIP LA




An early start the following day where Isabelle Segun® RNE &3 4SR 020K ! DaQ
she introduced our project Eyes for the World, and invited those present to work with us, to
see for themselves the difference this project is making, a project that is giving so much joy to
the children and elderly tht are being given an opportunity to improve their lives. She
highlighted that if we all worked together as 5 clubs 1 vision, the impact can be significant.
During the AGM for 41 Club International, Isabelle hetsoutgoing President Bruce Kay

warm wishes and congratulated incoming President Ullrich Suppan success in his year and the

Agora Club International look forward to the collaboration.

During theAGM for Tangent Club International, Isabelle thanked the outgoing President Gerd
Inger Kaasen for the invitation to address the event. Isabelle pointed out that although both out
clubs are part of the Round Table family, we are not a threat to each otherdmplimentary

to each other and that we can find ways of working together side by side. An introduction to
the Eyes for the World Project was given, which captured the interest of some of the Tangent
ladies there. It was also very heavrming to meeld friends made in Ladies Circle and the
spirit lives on. Isabelle congratulated Paula Farnfield, incoming President of TCI and she looke

forward to further friendship.

16
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The weekend was coming to an end with the banner exchange and the gala dinner wher
outgoing President Bruce thanked his board especially the ones who will no longer be or
board this year, like IPP Engelbert Friedsam and Treasurer Alex Abela. The incoming prt

Ullrich Suparthen welcomed the new Vice President Luc Trigaux tdotheed and Didier van
Calster as Treasure

with the ACIThe beautiful Agora Ladies from AC1 Spitt:
Board : Ursula, Maria Erla, Isabelle & Anna

17



Dr Ullrich Supan,
the new Presidentof 41 Club Intand his Board

The next meeting will be in October 2018 in Marrakech fortivs!.

For the first time, Agora Club Internationginvited to have a meeting during the next AGM in

Brussels in April 2019. This is indeed a great step forward to be 5 clubs 1 vision.

18



EFTW Mission Romania 9-14 April 2018
EFTW MISSION ROMANIA

EYES
FOR THE

P L) She oo L _
A e | -

The EFTW team, with beautifully embroided fleeces, by Mihaela

Mission Romania wasdhirste in different ways :
It was the first mission (out of 4!) of this Agora workyear 20078
It was the very first mission in Romania

It was the first mission with a neapproach:ithe focus was on the eldgrin Romania, who
often suffer from bad eyesight, and have no means to purchase specthiieesto the

eldery, we also handed out glasses in schools in the rural mountain areas around Cacgene.

It can be said, that theseFTWmissions always teach you sething.The missions are
neverrestricted toonly handing out spectacleswe alwaydearnsomething about habits in

local and sometimes secluded communities, aboaysvof life, about expectations and

‘\;4:
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dreams,about how the government treats its inhabitem how schools are managed etc.
19



A realeye opener(no punintended] ) was our work at the biggest gypsy community in
Romania, just outside Cacene. The poverty masl blowing the need for glasses very hi
On 1 morning we helped 126 old people to EFT&8es! For most of these people it was
the first eye examination they had ever h&bor as they ardghese gypsies are proud
people, and their gratitudevas shown as sudbo: although very held back and subdued

felt their relief andhappinesshrougha glance an@handshake.

The missiortlearly made a serious impact, and given more time, | am sure we could hi

handed out more than double of the EFTW spectacles.

The next day was completely different with our visit to the mountain community of Hol
where the local doctor opened up her cabinet for the mission.
manyelderly people were happy to be able to do needlad

embroidery work again, which is their mgpasstime. Their show
of gratitude was heartwarming, with generous smiles and cud

and kissed

The children of the local schools were examined too, but the «
mountain air and fresh food clearly have positive impact on th
OK A f RedBhyorilyza few of them needed glasses, which m:
us very happy!

The last day of the mission brought us to@rthodox church community, where the local
priest announced the eyexaminationfor the elderlyin his church. Roxana, the pri@tvife
andlocalschool teachennade sure thatlsochildren with eye problems were examined |
our team. We also left this community with all those happy smiles and kisses and hug:

our mindJ

20



Roxana also brought us to families who had not shown up for the examinatiomhmghe
knew neededhelp. So off we wentff road- to a small mountain village, to examine a few

families.The photos below show we had to be very creative sometimes tauds@eening) !

It was here we helped a little girl whicttole all ourhearts:examinationshowed she suffered

from extremely bad eyesight.

21



After the EFTW glasses were putlogr nose her eyesight was not perfect ydiut suddenly
she saw so muctiearet Her happiness, jumping up and down, her eyes full of wonder

prideis a moment etched inur hearts and minds.

THIS is what YOU are donating for. These happy moments, that make such a differen
az2yS2ySqQa tAFSo

A special thank you thlihaela Cracanathe
driving force behind this project and who
" together with husband Petru home hostedus

during this week.

Thank you to the lovely ladies of AGasov,
& Wwho were so generous with their help and

support, the invitations for dinners @dances,

the yummie snacks, coffee and drinks during the missions. Thank you for sharing youi
Odza (i 2 Y & X locAlRost@rdedzNJ

We truly have made friends for life during tleek! LET’'S OPEN OUR EYES
LET’S OPEN OUR HEART

ISP !

Veerle De Jonge

ISP ceconvener 2015019
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Charter Agora Club De Kempen 10 Party time !

SaturdayApril 7" 2018we were officially installed as Agora Club De Kempen 10.
Everything perfectly takercare ofand a detailed scriptnothing could go wrong. More
than 150 women andnen joined uson this great day.Everything wa perfectfrom the

first minute until the last dinner.

The mayor of Oirscholational and International representatives

of different srvice orgargations held encouraging and

heartwarming speechedhey were impressed about our enormou
enthusiasm anenergy, our commitrant for society anaharity.
The birth of a newborn Agora Club in Holland was offictalgbrated byDutch traditioral

sweets (beschuit met muisjes).

After the official installation of Agora Club De Kempeanjoined for a group picture and a

lunch. Time to chat with Agora members.

In theafternoonwe hadthe benefit concert. During this concert ilaveenjoyedthe
impressive performances tifie great Dutch singer Karin Bloemen and Vocal Group Jus
Powerwoman Karin Bloemen composed a nsang for usthat from now on itwill be our

club song




'd GKS SyR 2F GKA&a 3INBIF G RJ-®théRubykahdyRBsS R
Foundation. A high amount, which rgatan make a difference mesearch of gynecological

cancer,so said the Presideritom the Ruby and Rose Foundation.

At the end of this fantastic day our guests went home, but not empty handed. Because
the sponsomg by more than 20 companies in our region, we could give everyone a Goc

Bag.

Thissuccessfutlay was a kickff for many charitesto come.

Agora club de Kempen 10
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