
Dear Agora friends,

Newsletter #5 is already here é time flies. 

The newsletter is full of amazing reports and stories that shows and proves that Agora is 

growing and getting stronger day by day. 

AGM is coming upé.only 5 months until we meet in Gent, Belgium for a lot of fun and 

joy. I sincerely hope that most of you wonderful Agora ladies will participate. 

María Erla,

ACI Secretary 
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My dear Agora Ladies, my dear Friends, 

Already 7 Months that I am yƻǳǊ !/L tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΧ ¢ƛƳŜ ƛǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŦƭȅƛƴƎΗ 

In this fifth Newsletter, you will discover what we are doing during our board meeting, our 

side by side events with the Round Table Family, the first amazing mission for EFTW in 

Romania, the women adventure in Morocco through the third edition of Ladies Carvan and 

the growing of Agora Club worldwide.  

Since October 2017, there were 11 charters in : 

-France : AC54 Saint Quentin, AC57 Blois, AC55 Meaux, AC58 Béziers 

-Germany : ACT56 Lüneburg 

-Israel : AC5 Herzelia, AC4 Haifa 

-Italy : AC9 Ascoli Piceno 

-Morocco : AC5 Casa Bouskoura 

-The Netherland : AC9 Twente, AC10  De Kempen

 

 

It is amazing! We are very proud of you, proud of your energy, proud of your dynamism and 

proud of your positivity! 

Please continue on this way! We are all at ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛŘŜΧ Dƻ, go, go! 

Yours in Friendship and Love, 

Isabelle 
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When you are on the International Board, you have 4 meetings a year:  

-the first one, a very short one, is just after the AGM in which the new International Board 

waǎ ŜƭŜŎǘŜŘΧ as you know, it was in Malta this year. 

-The second one, is held in January or February. This year it was at !ƴƴŀΩǎ IƻǳǎŜ ƛƴ DƻȊƻΣ 

Malta, last January. 

-The third one takes place between April and June. This year, we decided to combine it with 

the AGM of the 41 Club International and Tangent Club International (TCI). Our Aim was to 

work in favour of 5 Clubs 1 Vision instead of 4 Clubs 1 Vision. In this way, Agora Club 

International (ACI) Board Members had the opportunity to meet and discuss with the Board 

Members of 41 Club International, TCI and the President and VP of Ladies Circle 

International (LCI). Unfortunately, Round Table International were not there. 

-The fourth one will be before the next ACI Conference in Gent, next October. 

-We also had some skype calls in between to discuss different items that crop up - urgent or 

not, and to keep the contact with each other. 

On Sunday 22nd April, we all arrived in Austria and I was really happy to meet Anna in Vienna 

Airport, and travel together to Klagenfurt, where we were greeted by Christine Wernitznig, 

AC Spittal 1 President. Christine drove us ǘƻ {Ǉƛǘǘŀƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ L ƳŜǘ ¦Ǌǎǳƭŀ ŀǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴŜΩǎ IƻǳǎŜΣ 

ƻǳǊ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ƘƻǎǘŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ {ƻƴƧŀΩǎ Iotel, another amazing Agora lady, where 

she met Yvonne and Maria Erla.  
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After a free evening and some rest, we began our board meeting on Monday at 9 am at 

{ƻƴƧŀΩǎ Ƙotel. We were all very happy to meet again after several months without seeing 

each other.  

We began the BM (board meeting) after an exchange of little friendship gifts.  Maria Erla, 

who was sick in January and couldƴΩǘ be with us at that time, lit the candle of Friendship. We 

met every day for the next 4 days, going through a long agenda. We worked and discussed 

for hours on end and in fact we did not have the time to enjoy the breathtaking landscape. It 

was a real pity since the weather was perfect for us to enjoy spring, with the blossoming 

trees, flowers in the fields, the mountains and the beautiful ƭŀƪŜΧ For sure, we have to come 

back again to discover them!  
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Often, AƎƻǊŀ [ŀŘƛŜǎ ƻǊ CǊƛŜƴŘǎ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǳǎ άwhat are you doing during 4 long days during your 

BMέΚ 

Of course, it is very nice to be all together, to drink a glass of Champagne or Prosecco, to 

have fun and a lot of friendship but we worked and discussed the agenda which included: 

-Reading of reports of each board members since the last BM 

-Read and corrected the minutes of the previous BM 

-communications  

-Round Table Family 

-ACI Service project: EFTW, Happy Hearts, Together 4 
Charity (Earthquake in Italy) 

-Financial point 

-The APP 

-Calendar and travel  

-9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴΥ ƴŜǿ !ƎƻǊŀ /ƻǳƴǘǊȅΣ ƴŜȄǘ ŎƘŀǊǘŜǊǎΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘΧ 

-Wrote the new amendments to be voted during the next ACI AGM 

-Created or updated Guidelines, Info Docs, 
Application forms 

-ACI website 

-SWOT Analysis 

-Notices & reminders to be sent 

-Next Conferences in Gent and Marrakech 

-!ƴƴŀΩǎ ȅŜŀǊ 

-Combined year report 

-How to help some countries that need it 

-AOB (any other business) 
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It seems perhaps not so long, but we discussed each item to do or to write the best for 

!ƎƻǊŀ /ƭǳō LƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭΧ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ р ǿƻƳŜƴ ƻŦ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ, it does ǘŀƪŜ ǘƛƳŜΧ 

Every day we finished at 6pm, time to have some rest and fun with the Amazing Agora 

Ladies from AC1 Spittal.  

On Monday, Christine, the AC1 President, home hosted us for a fantastic Pasta and laughter 

party.  
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On Tuesday we had the opportunity to attend the Agora Meeting of AC1 Spittal in a nice 

restaurant and got to know better the fantastic Ladies of this group who introduced 

themselves. We could appreciate the good cohesion of the group, the positive vibes between 

them and the great job they are making for Agora.  
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On Wednesday, Christiane and Stephan, our hosts, welcomed uǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŘŜƭƛŎƛƻǳǎ !ǳǎǘǊƛŀƴΩǎ 

dinner in their beautiful house with an amazing view of the lake and mountains.  We were 

very lucky to be welcomed by all these great women during this BM3.  

 

To say THANK YOU to these amazing Ladies is not enough for all they did for us so that we 

were so well looked after to 

enable us work comfortably 

and effectively.  

And I will not forget my dear 

Board Members and friends 

who worked so much during 

this BaоΧ ¢I!bY ¸h¦Σ 

¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΣ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΧΦ   
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April, 22th to 29th 2018 ς Visit from our Agora international board!  

President Isabelle Seguinot, Vice Anna Tabone, Past Ursula Lejeune,  

Secretary Maria Erla Hilmarsdóttir  & Treasurer Yvonne Houben spent that time in 

Spittal/Drau, Carinthia, Austria! 

The board meetings were at Sonja´s α[ŜƴŘƻǊŦŜǊ ²ƛǊǘάΦ 

The ladies enjoyed the evenings with their home hosting ladies Christiane Schnorpfeil and 

Sonja Penker with finest Carinthian special dinner! 
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Meeting, April 24th 2018 

In honor to welcome our international board as 

special guests we wore our white Agora 

blouses at our meeting! 

Important moments on this evening: 

Ursula & Isabelle lighted our friendship candles 

PowerPoint presentation from our charter 

Our evening closed with wonderful, funny and 

nice conversations. 
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April, 27th April - AGM 41 international  

Welcome  ς Taggenbrunn, Carinthia, Austria On Friday, welcome evening, about 400 people 

came in their traditional clothes to Weingut Taggenbrunn, St. Veit an der Glan, Carinthia, 

Austria. 

In the middle of all the clubs from all the countries of the world there was our Agora Cub 1 

Spittal! 
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Important final statement of the AGM 41 International 

gala evening ς Parkhotel Pörtschach, Wörthersee Agora 

Club 1 & international board Agora were also there! 

Great moments at the lake Wörthersee with the ladies! 
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Portschach ς Austria 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǿŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ !DaΩǎ ƻŦ ōƻǘƘ 

41 Club International and Tangent Club International.  

Portschach is a beautiful Carinthian region of Austria, an area known for its lakes, castles 

and mountains. One cannot but think of the film The Sound of Music who had its 53rd birthday 

when we were there! However, we were very surprised to be told that this film is not known in 

Austria and that they had never seen the film!  

On our arrival, the foyer of the hotel was buzzing with people most of who seemed to be 

greeting both Isabelle and Ursula with hugs and kisses. For Maria Erla and I, it was a new 

experience. Unfortunately, Yvonne went back home after our Board Meeting in Spittal as she 

was unwell. Our first item on the ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΩǎ activities was a steamboat trip on the lake. The 

weather was warm and the food and wine flowed ς a great start to the weekend and a great 

place to introduce ourselves and get to be side by side.  
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¢Ƙŀǘ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ǿŜƭŎƻƳŜ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ ŀ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ /ŀǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ŜƛƴƎǳǘ ¢ŀƎƎŜōǊǳƴƴΩ 

where the delegates wore their traditional costumes and where we were entertained to typical 

Tyrollian music as well as contemporary music and the occasional waltz tooΧ after all we are in 

Mozart country! A great time was had by all.  

The amazing Agora Ladies from AC 1 SPITTAL, Austria 

Gerd-Inger    Isabelle      Anna 
     TCI-P           ACI-P       TCI-IPP 
 

Isabelle        Anne 
  ACI-P          LCI-P 
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An early start the following day where Isabelle Seguinot ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ōƻǘƘ !DaΩǎΦ Lƴ ƘŜǊ ǎǇŜŜŎƘΣ 

she introduced our project Eyes for the World, and invited those present to work with us, to 

see for themselves the difference this project is making, a project that is giving so much joy to 

the children and elderly that are being given an opportunity to improve their lives. She 

highlighted that if we all worked together as 5 clubs 1 vision, the impact can be significant. 

During the AGM for 41 Club International, Isabelle, wished outgoing President Bruce McKay 

warm wishes and congratulated incoming President Ullrich Suppan success in his year and that  

Agora Club International look forward to the collaboration. 

 

During the AGM for Tangent Club International, Isabelle thanked the outgoing President Gerd-

Inger Kaasen for the invitation to address the event. Isabelle pointed out that although both our 

clubs are part of the Round Table family, we are not a threat to each other but complimentary 

to each other and that we can find ways of working together side by side. An introduction to 

the Eyes for the World Project was given, which captured the interest of some of the Tangent 

ladies there. It was also very heart-warming to meet old friends made in Ladies Circle and the 

spirit lives on. Isabelle congratulated Paula Farnfield, incoming President of TCI and she looked 

forward to further friendship. 
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The weekend was coming to an end with the banner exchange and the gala dinner where 

outgoing President Bruce thanked his board especially the ones who will no longer be on the 

board this year, like IPP Engelbert Friedsam and Treasurer Alex Abela. The incoming president 

Ullrich Supan then welcomed the new Vice President Luc Trigaux to the board and Didier van 

Calster as Treasure. 

 

 
with the ACI The beautiful Agora Ladies from AC1 Spittal 

Board : Ursula, Maria Erla, Isabelle & Anna 



18

  

 

 

The next meeting will be in October 2018 in Marrakech for the HYM. 

For the first time, Agora Club International is invited to have a meeting during the next AGM in 

Brussels in April 2019. This is indeed a great step forward to be 5 clubs 1 vision. 

Dr Ullrich Supan, 
the new President of 41 Club Int. and his Board 



19

Mission Romania was a άfirstέ in different ways :   

It was the first mission (out of 4!) of this Agora workyear  2017-2018 

It was the very first mission in Romania 

It was the first mission with a new approach: the focus was on the elderly in Romania, who 

often suffer from bad eyesight, and have no means to purchase spectacles. Next to the 

elderly, we also handed out glasses in schools in the rural mountain areas around Caçene. 

It can be said, that these EFTW missions always teach you something. The missions are  

never restricted to only handing out spectacles : we always learn something about habits in 

local and sometimes secluded communities, about ways of life, about expectations and 

dreams, about how the government treats its inhabitants, how schools are managed etc.  
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A real eye opener (no pun intendedJ) was our work at the biggest gypsy community in 

Romania, just outside Caçene. The poverty was mind blowing, the need for glasses very high. 

On 1 morning we helped 126 old people to EFTW glasses! For most of these people it was 

the first eye examination they had ever had. Poor as they are, these gypsies are proud 

people, and their gratitude was shown as such too: although very held back and subdued we 

felt their relief and happiness through a glance and a handshake. 

The mission clearly made a serious impact, and given more time, I am sure we could have 

handed out more than double of the EFTW spectacles. 

 The next day was completely different with our visit to the mountain community of Holbav, 

where the local doctor opened up her cabinet for the mission. So 

many elderly people were happy to be able to do needle- and 

embroidery work again, which is their main pass-time. Their show 

of gratitude was heartwarming, with generous smiles and cuddles 

and kisses J  

The children of the local schools were examined too, but the clean 

mountain air and fresh food clearly have positive impact on these 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ health: only a few of them needed glasses, which made 

us very happy!  

 
 
The last day of the mission brought us to an Orthodox church community, where the local 

priest announced the eye-examination for the elderly in his church. Roxana, the priestΩs wife 

and local school teacher, made sure that also children with eye problems were examined by 

our team. We also left this community with all those happy smiles and kisses and hugs on 

our mind J  
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Roxana also brought us to families who had not shown up for the examination, but who she 

knew needed help. So off we went -off road-  to a small mountain village, to examine a few 

families. The photos below show we had to be very creative sometimes to do our screening J !  

 
It was there we helped a little girl which stole all our hearts: examination showed she suffered 

from extremely bad eyesight.   
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After the EFTW glasses were put on her nose, her eyesight was not perfect yet, but suddenly 

she saw so much clearer! Her happiness, jumping up and down, her eyes full of wonder and 

pride is a moment etched in our hearts and minds. 

THIS is what YOU are donating for. These happy moments, that make such a difference in 

ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ  

A special thank you to Mihaela Cracana, the 

driving force behind this project and who - 

together with husband Petru -  home hosted us 

during this week.  

Thank you to the lovely ladies of AC 2 Brasov, 

who were so generous with their help and 

support, the invitations for dinners and dances, 

the yummie snacks, coffee and drinks during the missions. Thank you for sharing your local 

ŎǳǎǘƻƳǎΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ local costumes J !  

We truly have made friends for life during this week!  

¢I!bY ¸h¦Σ ŘŜŀǊ !ƎƻǊŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΣ ŦƻǊ άopening up 

youǊ ŜȅŜǎΣ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘǎέΧǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƳƻǊŜ for our 

ISP !  

Veerle De Jonge 

ISP co-convener 2015-2019 
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Saturday April 7th  2018 we were officially installed as Agora Club De Kempen 10. 

Everything perfectly taken care of and a detailed script: nothing could go wrong. More 

than 150 women and men joined us on this great day. Everything was perfect from the 

first minute until the last dinner. 

The mayor of Oirschot, National and International representatives 

of different service organizations, held encouraging and 

heartwarming speeches. They were impressed about our enormous 

enthusiasm and energy, our commitment for society and charity. 

The birth of a newborn Agora Club in Holland was officially celebrated by Dutch traditional 

sweets (beschuit met muisjes).   

 

After the official installation of Agora Club De Kempen we joined for a group picture and a 

lunch. Time to chat with Agora members. 

In the afternoon we had the benefit concert. During this concert we have enjoyed the 

impressive performances of the great Dutch singer Karin Bloemen and Vocal Group Just Us. 

Power woman Karin Bloemen composed a new song for us, that from now on it will be our 

club song! 
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!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ Řŀȅ ǿŜ ƘŀƴŘŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻŦ ϵ млΦллл, - to the Ruby and Rose 

Foundation. A high amount, which really can make a difference in research of gynecological 

cancer, so said the President from the Ruby and Rose Foundation. 

At the end of this fantastic day our guests went home, but not empty handed. Because of 

the sponsoring by more than 20 companies in our region, we could give everyone a Goodie 

Bag. 

This successful day was a kick-off for many charities to come. 

 

Agora club de Kempen 10 


